
It is sometimes argued that too many students go to university, while others claim that a university education should be a 
universal right.

Discuss both sides of the argument and give your own opinion.

In some advanced countries, it is not unusual for more than 50% of young adults to attend college or university. Critics, however, claim 
that many university courses are worthless and young people would be better off gaining skills in the workplace. In this essay, I will 
examine both sides of this argument and try to reach a conclusion.

There are several reasons why young people today believe they have the right to a university education. (1) First, growing prosperity in 
many parts of the world has increased the number of families with money to invest in their children’s future.(2) At the same time, falling 
birthrates mean that one- or two-child families have become common, increasing the level of investment in each child. It is hardly 
surprising, therefore, that young people are willing to let their families support them until the age of 21 or 22. Furthermore, millions of 
new jobs have been created in knowledge industries, and these jobs are typically open only to university graduates.

However, it often appears that graduates end up in occupations unrelated to their university studies. (1) It is not uncommon for an 
English literature major to end up working in sales, or an engineering graduate to retrain as a teacher, for example. Some critics have 
suggested that young people are just delaying their entry into the workplace, rather than developing professional skills. (2) A more serious 
problem is that the high cost of a university education will mean that many families are reluctant to have more than one child, 
exacerbating the falling birthrates in certain countries.

In conclusion, while it can be argued that too much emphasis is placed on a university education, my own opinion is that the university 
years are a crucial time for personal development. If people enter the workplace aged 18, their future options may be severely restricted. 
Attending university allows them time to learn more about themselves and make a more appropriate choice of career.
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Some people like to spend their leisure time after work with co-workers while others prefer to keep their private life 

separate from their work life.

Discuss both sides and give your own opinion.
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After finishing work, many people strive to carve out an independent private life and therefore eschew meeting 

colleagues socially. In my opinion, strong bonds with co-workers are justifiably common but it is more important to 

have a stable network of friends outside work.

The main advantage of fraternizing with other employees after work is convenience. Employees get off work at the 

same time and it is easy to make plans. Most workers chat with each about their plans for the evening and then invite 

each other to get a drink, go to dinner, play sport or catch a movie. Since colleagues work together all day, they have a 

good idea of each other’s personality and will naturally congregate with the characters and groups they are 

predisposed towards. This organic process of meeting up with their close friends at work can quickly become an 

entrenched habit to look forward to at the end of the workday.

Nonetheless, a varied social life is crucial in order to maintain better mental health. Conversations with co-workers 

inevitably turn to office related gossip and gripes about work. These self-serving and repetitive dialogues do little 

more than weakly reinforce one’s self-esteem. When talking with an old school friend or former co-worker one is more 

likely to forget about work and delve into other subjects. The result is relief of work-related stress and freedom from 

reinforcement of your inner drives to compare, belittle, gossip, and complain. Over time, the mental toll of being 

immersed in work the entire day can lead to feelings of depression and frustration, while the opposite is true of those 

who compartmentalize work and social life.

In conclusion, spending one’s leisure time with a wider sphere of friends is key to good mental health. As people today 

become increasingly isolated, it is especially important to have a secure group of friends beyond the workplace.

From <https://howtodoielts.com/ielts-writing-task-2-sample-answer-essay-general-training-work-private-life/> 

Analysis
1. After finishing work, many people strive to carve out an independent private life and therefore eschew meeting 

colleagues socially. 2. In my opinion, strong bonds with co-workers are justifiably common but it is more 

important to have a stable network of friends outside work.

Paraphrase the overall essay topic.1.

Write a clear opinion by choosing one side overall.2.

1. The main advantage of fraternizing with other employees after work is convenience. 2. Employees get off work 

at the same time and it is easy to make plans. 3. Most workers chat with each about their plans for the evening 

and then invite each other to get a drink, go to dinner, play sport or catch a movie. 4. Since colleagues work 

together all day, they have a good idea of each other’s personality and will naturally congregate with the 

characters and groups they are predisposed towards. 5. This organic process of meeting up with their close 

friends at work can quickly become an entrenched habit to look forward to at the end of the workday.

Write a clear topic sentence with a main idea at the end.1.

Explain or begin developing your main idea.2.

Use specific details – notice how specific and not general my ideas are.3.

Continue developing your main idea with a logical argument or an example.4.

Draw conclusions or state the final result to finish the paragraph.5.

1. Nonetheless, a varied social life is crucial in order to maintain better mental health. 2. Conversations with co-

workers inevitably turn to office related gossip and gripes about work. 3. These self-serving and repetitive 

dialogues do little more than weakly reinforce one’s self-esteem. 4. When talking with an old school friend or 

former co-worker one is more likely to forget about work and delve into other subjects. 5. The result is relief of 

work-related stress and freedom from reinforcement of your inner drives to compare, belittle, gossip, and 

complain. 6. Over time, the mental toll of being immersed in work the entire day can lead to feelings of depression 

and frustration, while the opposite is true of those who compartmentalize work and social life.

Write another topic sentence with a main idea at the end.1.

Begin to develop your main idea.2.

Continue developing the same main idea – don’t switch to a new one.3.

State the results of your arguments/points.4.

Continue drawing out the results and be very specific.5.

Here I draw the results out as far as I can.6.

1. In conclusion, spending one’s leisure time with a wider sphere of friends is key to good mental health. 2. As 

people today become increasingly isolated, it is especially important to have a secure group of friends beyond the 

workplace.

Repeat your opinion.1.

Add a final detail/thought for full marks from the IELTS examiner.2.

Vocabulary
What do the words in bold below mean?

After finishing work, many people strive to carve out an independent private life and 

therefore eschew meeting colleagues socially. In my opinion, strong bonds with co-workers are justifiably 

common but it is more important to have a stable network of friends outside work.

The main advantage of fraternizing with other employees after work is convenience. Employees get off work at 

the same time and it is easy to make plans. Most workers chat with each about their plans for the evening and 

then invite each other to get a drink, go to dinner, play sport or catch a movie. Since colleagues work together 

all day, they have a good idea of each other’s personality and will naturally congregate with the characters and 
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all day, they have a good idea of each other’s personality and will naturally congregate with the characters and 

groups they are predisposed towards. This organic process of meeting up with their close friends at work can 

quickly become an entrenched habit to look forward to at the end of the workday.

Nonetheless, a varied social life is crucial in order to maintain better mental health. Conversations with co-

workers inevitably turn to office related gossip and gripes about work. These self-serving and repetitive 

dialogues do little more than weakly reinforce one’s self-esteem. When talking with an old school 

friend or former co-worker one is more likely to forget about work and delve into other subjects. The result 

is relief of work-related stress and freedom from reinforcement of your inner 

drives to compare, belittle, gossip, and complain. Over time, the mental toll of being immersed in work the 

entire day can lead to feelings of depression and frustration, while the opposite is true of those 

who compartmentalize work and social life.

In conclusion, spending one’s leisure time with a wider sphere of friends is key to good mental health. As people 

today become increasingly isolated, it is especially important to have a secure group of friends beyond the 

workplace.
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